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November 15, 2012

Dr. Susan Hedman, Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region V
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL 60604-3590

Dear Dr. Hedman:

I am writing in follow up to your September 18, 2012 response to my August 28, 2012 letter in
reference to the Marquette County Road 595 (CR 595) wetland fill permit application. In my
letter, I had outlined a number of considerations I asked that you take into account as you review
the permit application, and also asked for the review to be conducted in a timely manner. Your
response stated that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was reviewing all of the
comments received and would prepare a responsiveness summary when complete. However,
there was no indication of a time frame for that review.

My staff has been in contact with your office regarding the time frame for completing the review
of comments, as well as the review of the permit application. However, they also have not been
given any indication of when that review would be completed. As I believe you are aware, the
applicant needs a response as soon as possible, to allow enough time to prepare for a 2013
construction season start. Rio Tinto has committed to funding the costs of this road as long as
construction begins early next year. Please describe how much time EPA typically requires for
review of such comments, and whether the EPA is taking any steps to accelerate the permit
review process for the Marquette CR 595 permit?

Thank you for your attention to these concerns. You may direct any questions to my Regional
Representative Amy Berglund in my Escanaba office listed below.

Sincerely,

0ty Joun

Carl Levin

CL/ab

STATE OFFICES

RAVERSE CITY

107 GRANDVIEW PARKWAY
uITe 104

RAVERSE CiTy, M 49684
p31) 947-9569

DETROIT

477 MICHIGAN AVENUE
SuiTe 1860

DeTrOIT, MI 48226
(313) 226-6020

ESCANABA

524 LUDINGTON STREET
SuITe LL103
Escanagsa, MI 49829
(906) 789-0052

GRAND RAPIDS

FEDERAL BUILDING

SuiTe 720

110 MicHIGAN AVENUE, N.W.
GRAND RaAPIDS, MI 49503
(616) 456-2531

LANSING

124 WesST ALLEGAN
SuiTe 1810
LansiNG, M1 48933
(517) 377-1508

SAGINAW

515 NORTH WASHINGTON
SuiTe 4B

SaciNAW, MI 48607
(989) 754-2494

WARREN
30500 VAN Dyke
Suire 206

WaRreN, M| 48093

(586) 573-9145



